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Make sure to keep your collection complete with this new book.  
Order your copy now at dukehawkins.com !

New from Duke Hawkins
English Electric 

For the 40th book in the Duke Hawkins series, we wanted 
to do something special; which is why we picked the 
English Electric Lightning: the last British built Supersonic 
interceptor. This 140 page book was made with the help 
of the Lightning Preservation Group in Bruntingthorpe, 
where the volunteers that keep two of the jets in prestine 
condition, allowed us to photograph every little detail! 
This book does however also show the jet 
in spectacular action!

Lightning



just 26,90 Euro !

Every detail included
Every part of the Lightning is shown in detail in 
this book; from the cockpit - both single seat 
and two-seat versions - to the fuselage, wings, 
tail, landing gear, landing gear bays, ... The 
different versions of the Lightning are shown 
and explained and an impressive 20-page 
maintenance chapter is included.
Also included are action photographs of the 
perfectly preserved Lightnings of the Lightning 
Preservation Group and era-photos of 
operational jets in different liveries. This book is 
ideal for who wants to learn more about the 
jet and for scale modellers wanting to super 
detail their kits. 

Pre-order your copy now for 

The Lightning was the only aircraft that 

could be equipped with overwing external 

fuel tanks. Now there’s a concept! Another 

unique aspect of the jet was that its two 

engines were placed one on top of the 

other!

Lightning

Available May 20, 2025
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English Electric Lightning
Maintenance

108

Duke Hawkins   040

Ph
ot

o:
 D

av
e 

Ty
le

e

Above: The lower engine - Engine 1 - sits underneath the Lightning’s fuselage 
and is about to be lifted back into place. Notice the open panels and the Hot 
Gases exhaust. The Lightning is a complex aircraft and it needed a lot of 
maintenance to keep it flying. This is also a concern for the volunteers that keep 
the Lightnings at Brontingthorpe in such a perfect condition.While Graham and 
I were making photos there, we noticed how fuel was leaking from the aircraft in 
several spots. To make sure that the aircraft was kept close to operational, the fuel 
tanks are kept filled. This ensures that the tanks don’t deteriorate. 

Left: On the port side of the fuselage, immediately below the wing root, Panel 
26P is located. This photo shows what’s behind that panel. I hope some of the 
modellers among you will like this detail. I’d open up the panel on my kit, if only 
I had the time to build it. Notice the location of the panel in the photo above, 
above the wires fairing. 
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Above: This photo shows the forward 
part of the ventral pack of a Lightning. 

The F.2A, F.6 and F.53 are equipped 
with the larger ventral pack, which 

consists of 3 parts: the forward part as seen in 
these photos, the central tank and the rear tank. 
The forward part can also be equipped with a 
pair of 30 mm Aden cannons. 

Lightning

04 05

The English Electric - later BAE Systems - Lightning is a jet that 
needs to be respected. Standing next to the jet, you get an idea of 
just how big this aircraft actually is, but even so, the cockpit is 
cramped, claustrophobic even. After I climbed the ladder - and 
narrowly not hitting my head on the In-Flight Refuelling probe 
- and worming myself into the cockpit, my first thought was: 
“Landing this jet at a speed of well over 300 km/h with almost 
no forward view must have been a nightmare”. And because the 
cockpit is to small, ejecting from it in case of an emergency was 
a perilous affair. You’re sitting close to the instrument panel and 
the radar scope would have torn of my right knee. Talking to the 

people of the Lightning Preservation Group in Bruntingthorpe, who keep two 
of them in a perfect condition and a third in static condition, the Lightning was 
a handful. Only about 1 percent of the pilots in the RAF at the time that the 
Lightning was operational, was selected to fly the jet. During the Cold War, 
the Lightning was part of a defence system against Soviet bombers carrying 
nuclear weapons. When the first line of defence, with RAF and RN Phantoms 
was breached, the Lightnings, sitting in their QRA - Quick Reaction Alert 
- hangars, would be launched, carrying just two missiles. Their task; climb 
streight up, lock on to the targets, launch their missiles and come back. A flight 
of 25 minutes, no more. For the pilots, it must have been like riding a dragon!
For the 40th book of the series - where did the time go - the Lightning is a 

perfect choice: fast and awesome, in the 
air and on the ground. A very big thank 
you to the Lightning Preservation Group, 
Graham Platt and Dave Tylee, who made 
this book possible. I really hope you’ll 
enjoy this one, it was fun to make!

Special thanks to these aircraft enthusiasts: 
Graham Platt, Dave Tylee, The Lightning 
Preservation Group, Fergal Goodman, Ian 
Black, Marcus Fülber, Frank Oenen, Stephan 
de Bruijn, Dick Lohuis, Gunter Geens, ...

Above: Lightning XR728 of the Lightning Preservation 
Group is kept in taxiable condition.

Left: There are plenty of possibilities to see preserved 
Lightnings; in the United Kingdom alone, there are 41 
aircraft of the type in collections across the country. 
Quite a few are preserved or kept as gate guards in 
Saudi Arabia, one of the countries that flew the type. 
The photo to the left shows one of two that can be 
found in Germany: this is XN730, a Lightning F.2A, 
part of the Militärhistorisches Museum in Flugplatz 
Berlin-Gatow, albeit in need of some care. 

Opposite page: One of my favourite Lightnings, is this 
shark-mouth F.6 of 5 Squadron. Rooaaar !!
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Photo: Marcus Fülber
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English Electric Lightning
Forward Fuselage

Above: This photo shows a Lightning T5 in the colours of 
the 226 OCU. The jet was  built in 1965 and flown until 
1975, when it was taken out of service after continued 
problems with its landing gear. It then served as an 
instructional airframe at RAF Binbrook for over a decade, 
before it was scrapped in 1987. The Lightning looks pretty 
good in natural metal. Notice the missile on the lower 
forward fuselage with its white fins.   

Left: The gun muzzles on the lower fuselage of the Lightning 
F.6 have 5 blast deflectors over them. These all are slightly 
angled towards the one in the middle. The exterior of the 
muzzle panel itself is left unpainted. Notice the fuel leaks. 
The entire lower fuselage felt very leaky during our visit.
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Photo: Gert Trachez

Above: When taxiing, forward view is quite good for 
the pilot, however when he is on final approach to land, 
being at a high angle of attack, the view forward is very 
limited. This was one of the challenges of flying the 
Lightning. And look how thin those wheels are! This is 
because the main gear folds into the wings and not the 
fuselage, where the two engines and fuel tanks take up 
all the available space. Look at the angle of the In-Flight 
Refuelling probe.
Right: Notice the different shades of the unpainted, 
metal lower fuselage and how close the ladder is to the 
In-Flight Refuelling Probe. Ph
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English Electric Lightning
Action
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Lightning action !!!
How about some action photos of the Lightning? The photo to the left shows one of 
the F.6s of the Lightning Preservation Group, a jet that sees relative action even today, 
because it is kept in prestine condition thanks to the volunteers of the organisation! 
Considering that the jet was taken out of service almost 4 decades before this photo was 
taken, shows the dedication of the group.

Below: Now here’s a jet with a special history. This Lightning F.3 is seen in the colours 
of the Lightning Training Flight. In April 1985, when Concorde was doing flight trials, 
there was a challenge to use it as a target and try to intercept it. Many tried, flying 
Starfighters, Mirages, and even F-15s, Tomcats or F-16s, but they all failed. The only 
aircraft to succeed, was this Lightning F.3, flown by Flt. Lt. Mike Hale, who was able to 
catch the supersonic passenger jet, flying at a speed of Mach 2.2, at an altitude of 57,000 
feet. In order to to do, XR749 was completely polished the day before the attempt! 

Today, the aircraft is preserved and kept as a gate guard of the Score Group in Peterhead, 
on the east coast of Scotland. 

Ph
ot

o:
 G

er
t T

ra
ch

ez

Photo: Frank Oenen
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English Electric Lightning
Cockpit 

Flying the Lightning

Right: As you will notice on these and the following pages, the 
cockpit of the Lightning is filled with instruments in every possible 
spot. On the windscreen frame, a compass and an accelerometer are 
fixed. Below it is the Radar Scope, with the visor sleeve attached to it. 
This sleeve allows the pilot to better view the scope during day-light 
missions. For night missions, the sleeve was usually taken off. 

Below right: 7 small dials are packed on the right side of the 
instrument panel. These include the main and ventral fuel tank gauge,  
the RPM gauges and JPT gauges. 

Time to get a closer look at the cockpit of the Lightning. These photos show 
the cockpit of Bronthingthorpe’s Lightning F.6s, with the one above showing it 
lit up. The cockpit of the jet is cramped, really. Sitting in it, your legs are way 
behind the forward instrument panel and my first thought was: how do you get 
out of it in case you have to eject? Your right knee is blocked by the scope and 

there are instruments blocking a safe exit everywhere! Ergonomics clearly wasn’t 
on the minds of the engineers that developped the aircraft. We’ve seen this before 
in the Blackburn Buccaneer: if you have an instrument that needs to be added, 
just look were there’s any room for it. Central on the instrument panel are the 
large dials of the Artificial Horizon or Attitude Indicator and the Navigation 
Display next to it. At the top right is the Radar Scope to which a Visor Sleeve is 
attached. Notice the warning panel with the red lights to the right.  
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Photo: Duke Archives

Photo: Graham Platt

Photo: Graham Platt

The Lightning was an awesome interceptor, 
capable at flying at very high speed and 
altitude. It was an important part of the 
defense system of British airspace and 
equipped with just two air-to-air missiles, carried 
on fuselage pylons.  

English Electric
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Order your copies now at dukehawkins.com
or from your local bookshop or hobby shop.

DH-001     Sepecat Jaguar       92 p.
DH-002              Lockheed-Martin F-16  108 p.
DH-003    Dassault Mirage 2000   108 p.
DH-004    Mikoyan MiG-29 Fulcrum  116 p.
DH-005    Panavia Tornado   116 p.
DH-006   *    Eurofighter Typhoon   116 p.
DH-007   Saab Viggen      84 p.
DH-008   *  Boeing F/A-18 Hornet  140 p.
DH-009   *  Lockheed-Martin C-130 196 p.
DH-010   Dassault Mirage F1     84 p.
DH-011   BAE Harrier II    140 p.
DH-012   Mikoyan MiG-31 Foxhound  116 p.
DH-S001 Juan Carlos I aircraft carrier 108 p.
DH-013  Dassault Mirage III/5/50 116 p.
DH-014   * A-4 M/N/AR Skyhawk  116 p.
DH-015   * F-4 E/F/EJ Phantom II  196 p.
DH-016  SIAI Marchetti SF.260    92 p.
DH-017  Sukhoi Su-25 Frogfoot  116 p.
DH-018  Dassault/Dornier Alpha Jet 116 p.
DH-019  Airbus A-400M Atlas  140 p. 
DH-020  Sukhoi Su-35S Flanker E 116 p.
DH-021  Grumman EA-6B Prowler 140 p.
DH-022  C-160 Transall   116 p.
DH-023  Sukhoi Su-22 Fitter  140 p. 
DH-024  AgustaWestland A109  116 p.
DH-025  Lockheed F-104 Starfighter 180 p.
DH-C001 Spitfire Mk.IX & Mk.XVI  116 p.
DH-C002 T-6 Harvard/Texan  116 p.
DH-026  Boeing F-15E Strike Eagle 196 p.
DH-027  Boeing B-1B Lancer  180 p.
DH-028  Northrop F-5 E/F/N & A/BM 140 p. 
DH-029  Sukhoi Su-34 Fullback   140 p.
DH-HC001 Eagles Rock - 48th FW USAF 176 p.
DH-030  A-10 A/C Thunderbolt II 180 p.
DH-031  Saab Draken   116 p.
DH-C003 Hawker Hurricane  116 p. 
DH-032  LTV A-7 Corsair II  148 p.
DH-033  BAE Systems Hawk T1 & T2 116 p.
DH-034  Boeing AH-64 Apache 140 p.
DH-035  Sikorsky/Westland Sea King 180 p.
DH-HC002 Ode to the Falcon  404 p.
DH-036  Blackburn Buccaneer  140 p.
DH-037  Grumman F-14 Tomcat 220 p.
DH-038  Dassault Super Etendard 116 p.
DH-039  F-84F Thunderstreak    84 p.
DH-040  English Electric Lightning 140 p.

* temporarily out of stock
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Flying in Air Forces around the World
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MiG-29 Variants 
   in Air Forces around the World
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Fulcrum
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ViggenSaab AJ37
Flying with the Swedish Air Force
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Flying with Air Forces around the world

with Antonio Mayandia
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Hornet
Boeing F/A-18 A/B & C/D

Duke Hawkins   

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance

Flying with air Forces around the world
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Frogfoot
Sukhoi Su-25

with Marcus Fülber
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Alpha Jet
Flying with Air Forces around the World
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Flanker E
HMH Publications
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Su-35S

Flying with the Russian Air Force
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Flying with Air Forces in Eastern Europe
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with Jens Schymura

Sukhoi Su-22

Fitter
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World War II thoroughbred

Mk.IX & Mk.XVI
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T-6Harvard/Texan
North American 
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B-1B Lancer
in service with the USAF
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with Dave Chng
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Strike Eagle
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Boeing F-15 E/K/SG

Duke Hawkins   

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance
Flying in the US Navy and IRIAF
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Grumman

TomcatF-14
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Eagles Rock48th Fighter Wing - Where Combat Airpower Lives

Duke Hawkins presents

HMH Publications

Michael Stephan

Foreword by Lieutenant General Glen W. Moorhead III


