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Make sure to keep your collection complete with this new book.  
Order your copy now at dukehawkins.com !

F-14 Tomcat !!!

It took us over 5 years to get this book ready for 
publication, but finally it is here: the biggest book in 
our Duke Hawkins series so far is on the legendary 
Grumman F-14 Tomcat!

The Tomcat is a personal favourite, which meant 
that our standards for this book were even higher 
than usual. It resulted in a 220 page book, holding 

almost 500 photographs of the mighty Cat. Nearly 20 years after the type’s 
retirement, this book is a pictorial homage of the F-14 for all its fans, aircraft 
enthusiasts and scale modellers.
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220 pages !!



Available for 34,50 Euro !

Every detail included
Many photos in this book were taken when the 
Tomcat was still active, but some details were 
newly photographed from the best preserved jets 
in the US. Included in this book are photos of the 
last remaining flying Tomcats in the world: those of 
the Iranian Air Force. And a 20 page chapter on 
the cockpit of the F-14 is included in this book!

Pre-order your copy now for 

As is tradition in our books, this 37th book in 
the series includes an extensive chapter on 
maintenance, ordnance and the jet’s landing 
gear. And a huge amount of action !!!

This book on the F-14 Tomcat shows every 
version of the famous swing-wing jet both in 
action and in very close detail (A, B and D). 
No detail is overlooked, from the forward 
fuselage, top of the fuselage and wings, 
landing gear, vertical tails, air intakes, ...

Over 500 photographs 
in 212 pages !

F-14 Tomcat

Available November 15, 2024

52 53

Grumman F-14 Tomcat
Fuselage

Opposite page: A Blue shirt - a Plane Handler - 
follows the directions of a Yellow shirt Aircraft 
Director, where to go and position the Tomcat 
on the deck. Two other Blue shirts stand by to 
place the wheel chocks. Every inch on the deck 
is used and the aircraft are parked on the edge, 
sometimes with the aft part of the fuselage 
hanging over te deck. While manoeuvring around 
the deck, a Brown shirt - Plane Captain or Crew 
Chief - sits in the cockpit. Notice the open speed 
brakes and the partially extended access ladder 
on the port side of the fuselage. Look at all the 
oil, fuel and water sitting on the deck.

Above right: The top fuselage of this F-14B of 
the Swordsman is being inspected in between 
flights. Look at the weathering in this area.

Right: Standing near the Tomcat’s speed brake 
and looking towards the front, this photo shows 
the details of the top aft fuselage. Look at the 
structure and the fully swept back wings.
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Photo: PMA Gregory Pierot, US Navy

Grumman F-14 Tomcat
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Above: An Iranian Tomcat is about to land back 
at its base and has the flaps fully down. Look at 
the position of the horizontal tails, the extended 
oleos of the main gear and the old type helmets 
of the crew. This jet has the original colour 
scheme, except for the canopy, which seems to 
have come from another jet that was painted in 
the later blue/grey livery.

Left: The Iranian Tomcats are very early ones 
and have the original gun vents and small chin 
pod. Notice how even today, all stenceling is still 
in English. 

Opposite page: The crew of F-14A 3-6021 is 
entering the cockpit for a demonstration flight. 
Notice how the tip of the radome has been 
discoloured due to the use of the radar.

Photo: Frank Grealish

Grumman F-14 Tomcat
Cockpit

Duke Hawkins   037

76

Photo: Dave Chng

Flyin’ the Tomcat

Lets get a closer look at the cockpit of the Tomcat. As is often the case with air-
craft that were updated during their careers, many of these upgrades were to be 
found in the cockpit. So, the cockpits of the F-14A, F-14B and F-14D are quite 
different, but we’ll show you where in this chapter. Let’s start with the F-14D, 
the most modern version of the Tomcat. The photo on the opposite page shows 
the front cockpit of the F-14D. Prominent in this version’s cockpit are the two 

Above: The front cockpit of the F-14D, with the two side-by side 
multifuncional displays and the Head-Up Display - HUD. Notice 
the yellow handle next to them, which is the canopy release 
handle and jettisons the canopy in case of an emergency.

multi-functional displays and the modern AN/AVG-12 Head-Up Display. In the 
photo above, the crew of an F-14D is entering the cockpit and about to get ready 
for a mission over the Gulf, near the end of the type’s career. The F-14D was 
equipped with the SJU-17 ejection seat, which is also used in the Super Hornet 
and T-45 Goshawk. Older Tomcats had the GRU-7A ejection seat. Notice the 
colour of the canvas over the RIO’s instrument cover. 

77

Ph
ot

o:
 R

og
er

 K
em

p

Right: A close-up of the Head-Up Display - HUD - of the F-
14D, seen in profile. Notice the shape of the windscreen frame; 
the original F-14A had a handhold near the top, for the pilot 
to hold during launch from the aircraft carrier. When the HUD 
was introduced, the handhold could block the pilot’s view, so 
it was deleted. Notice the indicators on either side of the HUD, 
indicating “Lock” and “Shoot”. The yellow handle to the left of 
the HUD allow to shut off the fuel to the engines.
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Grumman F-14 Tomcat
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Before we get into the different types and all the details of the F-14, 
I wanted to start with a photo that shows why the Tomcat is one of 
the most awesome fighter jets that has ever been built. This photo 
made by Scott Rathbone does just that: steam from the catapult is 
blowing all around the deck, the heat is making the image a bit blur, 
the barrier is up and while the crew is preparing themselves to be 
launched from the deck, a green shirt is checking the nose gear hook-
up next to the jet, demonstrating that this probably is one of the most 
dangerous jobs in the world. What I also like in this photo, is just 
how dirty the Tomcat actually is. Look at the state of those trailing 
edge flaps, especially the part that slides into the fuselage when the 
wings are swept fully back. The inwards angle of the fuselage, the 
airflow streaks, the dirt all over, the air intake bypass air spill ducts, 
... Well just about everything! I also like that from this angle, you see 
the perfect position of the cockpit, on top of the fuselage. You can 
see the pilot looking through the Head-up Display, the RIO holding 
on for the catshot, thinking “Let’s get this Tomcat into the air !”

This book took me about 5 years to finish, because I wanted it to be 
as spectacular as possible. What was planned as a 140-page book has 
become the biggest one in the series with nearly 230 pages! I really 
hope that in the next 220 pages the awesomeness of the jet will be 
aparent in every photo ! 
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If there is one thing that made the Tomcat volnurable for retirement, it was the extensive 
maintenance the jet needed. On average, between 30 and 60 hours of work was required 
for every hour of flying. And the older the jet became, the more time it needed by the 
engineers, technicians and maintaineers that took care of it. During the deployments, 
maintenance was carried out aboard the boat, but when the ship came in after a cruise, 
the maintenance hangars on land became very busy indeed. In this chapter, we bring a 
closer look at the jet during maintenance and show quite a few open panels. It is however 
also a homage to the men and women that had to work sometimes around the clock to 
keep the Tomcat in perfect working condition. 

The photo the left shows a Grim Reaper F-14D during maintenance. The open panel on 
the forward fuselage houses a back-up oxygen system in the top part and avionics in the 
lower part. A cover is placed over the Infra Red sensor of the chin pod. The photo below 
shows the same jet, from the port side. Same jet, different photographer! On the hangar 
floor, panels of the jet’s spine are placed by the technicians working on it.  

Maintaining the Cat 
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You want to land on an aircraft carrier? Better have a robust landing gear! Slamming on the 
deck and stopping the jet in under 100 meter takes a very strong landing gear and that is exactly 
what the designers at Grumman had in mind. In this chapter, we bring you a closer look at the 
landing gear of the F-14. The photo above shows a pair VF-213 Black Lions’ Tomcats taking off 
from NAS Oceana and retracting their gear. Both the nose gear and the main landing gear retract 
forward, with the main wheels rotating 90 degrees into the wheel wells. Notice in this photo the 
slats are slightly lowered and the typical Navy red paint showing underneath them. 

Left: In order to get launched off the aircraft carrier, the nose landing gear is equipped with a 
catapult launch bar, which is connected to the front of the gear. In this photo, the bar has been 
lowered, as it would be on the catapult. The front end of the bar fits into the catapult shuttle, 
while to the aft of the gear, a holdback bar is attached.

The Tomcat’s Landing Gear

Photo: Akira Watanabe

98

Duke Hawkins   037

99

Grumman F-14 Tomcat
Front Landing Gear

When the Tomcat is about to be launched , the 
nose gear is completely compressed, so that 
the launch bar, situated at the front of the gear, 
fits into the catapult shuttle. The photo above 
shows an F-14D at NAS Oceana making a 
bow, by completely compressing the nose 
gear. The photo to the left shows the standard 
position of the same jet; quite a difference, 
isn’t it? Notice the reinforcement plate round 
the aft boarding step in the photo above.  
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Photo: Peter Anthoni

Grumman F-14 Tomcat
Ordnance
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When the Tomcat became the Bombcat and it was used on 
air-to-ground attack missions, the pylons of the jet were 
modified, in order to carry bombs and target pods. This 
photo shows the single wingpylon on the F-14, which used 
to carry either a Sparrow or Phoenix missile, now carrying 
an AN/AAQ-25 Lantirn pod - Low Altitude Navigation and 
Targeting, Infra Red and Night - which was always carried 
on the starboard side. On the side of the pylon, is the LAU-
138 rail for the Sidewinder missile, which also incorporates 
a BOL dispenser, holding up to 160 flares or chaff. These can 
be found on many jets, even today, such as the Eurofighter 
Typhoon.
Right: This cool “tattooed” Lantirn pod is fixed to an F-14A 
of the Fighting Checkmates when on board the USS John C 
Stennis, enforcing the no-fly zone over Iraq. Today, the unit 
flies the Super Hornet.
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Photo:  Dave Chng

Above: A close-up of the connection between the Lantirn pod and the wing pylon. 
This photo was taken standing next to the starboard air intake, looking outwards. 
Notice the electrical lines connected to the pod.
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colourful Blacklions 
jet is cruising at 
altitude, with the 
wings fully swept 
forward. The Lantirn 
pod was always 
carried on the 
starboard wing pylon. 

Left: The rear end 
of the Lantirn pod 
with the cooling 
exhaust. Originally, 
the pods were all 
painted gunship grey, 
later to be repainted 
in light ghost grey 
- completely or 
partially.  
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Eagles Rock48th Fighter Wing - Where Combat Airpower Lives

Duke Hawkins presents

HMH Publications

Michael Stephan

Foreword by Lieutenant General Glen W. Moorhead III
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Frogfoot
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Flying with the Russian Air Force

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance

Flying with Air Forces in Eastern Europe

Duke Hawkins   

HMH Publications

with Jens Schymura

Sukhoi Su-22

Fitter

Aircraft in detail   017

Duke Hawkins Classics  

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance
World War II thoroughbred

Mk.IX & Mk.XVI

Classic Aircraft in detail   001

HMH Publications

Supermarine
Spitfire

Duke Hawkins Classics  

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance Classic trainer aircraft for Air Forces around the World

Classic Aircraft in detail   002

HMH Publications

T-6Harvard/Texan
North American 

Duke Hawkins   

HMH Publications

B-1B Lancer
in service with the USAF

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance

Boeing 

with Dave Chng

Aircraft in detail   027

Action

Cockpit

Fuselage 

Weapons

Maintenance

Duke Hawkins   

Strike Eagle

Aircraft in detail   026

Boeing F-15 E/K/SG
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